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Dear Parents, Staff, and Community Members, 

 

I wanted to take a moment to update you on several items that the School Board of Directors took action 

on at their regularly scheduled, monthly, public meetings held during the month of May at the 9/10 Center 

in Coatesville, PA. 

 

Presentations 

 

 The Board of Directors were presented with a literacy instruction update.  The update was 

provided by a group of our teachers who gave us a video tour of the instruction our students are 

receiving.  During the presentation, the teachers discussed the Units of Study framework and the 

benefits of using the framework for students.   

 

 The middle school math teachers took the Board of Directors on a video journey into our  

classrooms to view the new math curriculum.  Teachers showed the challenging work in which 

our students are engaged.  The video and presentation also demonstrated fun and the success that 

students are having as they learn challenging math concepts.   

 

 The elementary and secondary administrators presented their recommendations for the discipline 

code at the committee meeting.  The building administrators subsequently presented their 

recommendations for their school handbooks at the second monthly meeting.  

 

 The S.P.I.R.I.T group from the high school gave a presentation to the Board on the Youth 

Leadership Summit that was held on Saturday May 7.  Approximately 100 students from Chester 

County attended the event.   

 

 The AFJROTC gave an end of the year presentation that highlighted the service and 

accomplishments of our cadets.   

 

Listed below are several highlights of items acted on by the Board of Directors:  

  

 The Board adopted a final General Fund Budget in the amount of $153,187,522 for the 2016-

2017 school year.   

 

 The Board approved the Tentative Agreement between the Coatesville Area Federation Education 

Employees (CAFEE) and the Coatesville Area School Board (Board of Directors) as ratified by 

CAFEE on May 21, 2016. 

 



 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
The Coatesville Area School District does not discriminate in employment, educational programs, or activities based on race, sex, handicap, or 
national origin. This policy of non-discrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications in accordance with state and federal laws 

including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Section 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

 

 The Board approved trips for the following student organizations:  Trip to Germany with the 

German Club, Trip to Argentina with the Spanish Club, Trip to the Air Show Field with the 

AFJROTC and a trip to a summer training camp in Norfolk, Virginia with the football team. 

 

 The Board approved the following administrative hires: 

 

a. Mrs. Lynn Mancinelli will move from Mathematics Teacher for the Coatesville Area 

Senior High School to Assistant Principal for the Rainbow Elementary School.  Many of 

you may be familiar with Mrs. Mancinelli for outstanding work at our Senior High 

School.  Mrs. Mancinelli holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering 

from West Virginia University, as well as a Master’s Degree in Education from Florida 

State University.  Mrs.  Mancinelli also holds a Mathematics 7-12 certificate as well as a 

Principal Certificate K-12.  Mrs. Mancinelli brings over 10 years of classroom experience 

to the Assistant Principalship.  Mrs. Mancinelli will begin her new assignment on July 1, 

2016. 

b. Mr. Jeff Colf will join us as the next Principal of South Brandywine Middle School. Mr. 

Colf has a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from the University of South Florida and a 

Master’s degree from Nova Southeastern University.  Mr. Colf also holds certification in 

teaching mathematics grade 5-9 as well as a PK-12 Principal’s Certificate. Prior to his 

teaching experience and experience as an assistant principal, Mr. Colf has served in the 

United States Army. Mr.Colf will start June 13, 2016. 

c. Ms. Rebecca Richardson will join us at the Coatesville Area Senior High School as an 

assistant principal.  Ms. Richardson holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Arts 

Studies and in Elementary Education from Humboldt State University.  She also holds a 

Master’s degree in Educational Leadership from California State University.  Ms. 

Richardson, who holds a multiple subject teaching credential, taught English at the High 

School level for two years before being promoted to administrative positions of high 

school learning director and high school assistant principal.  Ms. Richardson will join the 

Senior High School team on July 1, 2016. 

 

I also want to take this time to introduce a name that may be familiar to many.  It is with pleasure that I 

introduce Melanie Crescenz who will be serving as Executive Administrative Assistant to the 

Superintendent.  Melanie attended East Fallowfield Elementary, South Brandywine Middle School and is 

a graduate of the Coatesville Area School District.  Melanie holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Film and 

Media from Temple University.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to Melanie if you need to reach me, or 

if you know of upcoming events that highlight the great things our students are accomplishing.  I am 

certain you’ll see Melanie at numerous events capturing the moments that make our School District great. 

 

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to move our district forward. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Cathy 

 

Dr. Cathy L. Taschner 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


